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Dear Dark Horse, 

"Color would spoil it," they said. "Let's keep it 
in black and white,” they said. Admittedly, | too 
was one of the legion of fans who swore by the 
moody atmospherics created by Mark Nelson in 
Aliens Book |. He and Mark Verheiden were 
indeed an excellent team -- and a daunting act to 
follow. However, the offering made by the new 
teamup of Verheiden and Beauvais in Aliens 
Book | had me entranced throughout. The cover 
artwork alone on the new Aliens #1 beats 
everything that has gone before. It's magnificent. 

| can only admire and congratulate your 
integrity in taking what was already a highly 
successful series and managing to improve it. 

Long live Hicks and Newt -- and the airbrush of 
Denis Beauvais. 

Yours, 
Paul Campbell 
Belfast, Northern Ireland 


So, Paul, what do you think of the new team of 
Mark Verheiden and Sam Kieth? It seems (to ye 
olde editor, at least) that Sam /s equally adept at 
doling out those "moody atmospherics" you're so 
fond of, while Monika Livingston complements 
the line art with her subtle color choices. And 
John Bolton's covers...well, talk about a daunting 
act to follow! 


Dear Dark Horse, 

As if the first series wasn't perfect enough, 
you've come back with an even better color book. 
You guys blow me away! /Hey, what about us 
gals?l] 

The black and white six-issue series was 
perfect. Mark and Mark truly did an excellent job, 
The story alone put the movie to shame, and the 
art...well, let's just say that Mark Nelson would 
make other “pro” artists look like morons with a 
box of crayons in their hands. 

But here comes the color four-issue series 
and, | must say, issue #1 at least equals (or 
tops!) the earlier efforts. Verheiden is as great 
as ever with script and story. And Denis 
Beauvais’ art virtually bursts off the page. 

You've got me hooked on Dark Horse, 


clo Dark Horse Comics 
2008S.E.Monroe 
Milwaukie, OR 97222 


| hope you're proud of yourselves. 
Your devout worshipper, 
William Berweger 
McMinnville, OR 


Natch! And since you're such a big Mark 
Nelson fan, get ready for another Aliens story 
soon to be drawn by meticulous Mark. Keep 
reading "Bug Hunt" for more details! 


Dear Mark, 

Poor Newt, It looks like the nightmare will 
never be over, Isn't there ever going to be a 
happy ending in this book? It's very much a case 
of “out of the frying pan, into the fire.” And now 
they haven't just got the Aliens to deal with, 
there's what remains of mankind's greedy 
corporations, too, 

The first issue of the second volume of Aliens 
was even better than | expected. | was skeptical 
that anyone could successfully follow Mark 
Nelson's work on this series, but Denis Beauvais 
has proved me wrong, | have to admit, | hadn't 
been that impressed with his previous work, but 
this by far surpasses that -- something true of 
many of Dark Horse's artists, in fact. The use of 
color in this story was an art in itself, and maybe 
occasionally there was too much variety, but the 
overall visual impression was fantastic. The 
Spirit, the feel of the various Aliens stories (film or 
comics) has been recaptured by Denis and 
yourself, 

There were parts of this issue that showed it 
was a first issue designed to attract new readers 
+> notably the opening sequence in which, once 
again, we were confronted with that spooky 
uncertainty of not knowing quite where the 
enemy is. As Newt and Hicks went searching, 
you just knew they were going to find some of 
the monsters. It was a question of when -- not if, 
Newt's dream and the eventual fiery disposal of 
one of the Aliens were also scene-setters. Also, 
there's the possibility of Hicks being infected, or 
impregnated, although his stomach pains could 
be a red herring, deliberately but misleadingly 
reminding us of John Hurt's demise in the first 
film, 


In the end, everything's set up for the next 
phase in the story of the Aliens; this is something 
you're showing yourself to be capable of running 
for quite some time yet, well beyond this 
four-issue series, if you wish, The scale of the 
battle is increasing with each story, it seems, 
progressing from the two films into the two comic 
series, and the directions you could go remain 
varied. But until that time when there are either 
no human beings or no Aliens left, there are 
stories to tell -- and even those eventualities 
might not be the end! 

Take care, 
Malcolm Bourne 
Lancashire, England 


Indeed, Malcolm! In fact, here we are back at 
the beginning again! And /'ll be interested in your 
evaluation of this latest direction. 


Dear Dark Horsemen, 

When I read that the new Aliens limited series 
would be in full color, | was a little worried; | 
thought the marvelous comics noir feel of the first 
series might be lost. That was before | set eyes 
‘on the work of Monsieur Denis Beauvais. 
Magnitique| It was as if Dark Horse had gotten 
Ralph McQuarrie, whose Star Wars production 
paintings | have long admired, to illustrate a 
comic book, Beauvais' work here reminds me a 
bit of McQuarrie's, but not overly so, This is not 
Ralph McQuarrie; this is not Mark Nelson; this is 
a fine artist in his own right who deftly proves that 
sometimes the whole is /ess than the sum of the 
parts, |.e., bright colors + dark colors = one very 
dark comic, The contrasts are great: the purple 
nebula behind the shadowy ship on pages 1 and 
23, the whitish-gray video images in the 
darkened helm on pages 2 and 3, the icy black 
Alien against the white-hot flames on page 22, 
the gray human figures standing before the light 
blue Alien receptacles on page 24, The decision 
to blacken the panel border space was a wise 
one, as was filling each entire page with this 
already classic art rather than leaving the edges 
blank. The more Beauvais, the better! 

Oh, yeah, Mark Verheiden's writing wasn't too 
bad either! 

Erik C. Miller 
Bloomington, IN 


Actually, Erik, that first issue was a little too 
dark for our taste, but now that the bugs are out 
of the color process (we hope), current issues 
should look even better! 


Dark Horse, 
I'm very impressed with the way the Aliens 
story is progressing, It reflects a lot of time and 


effort on your part to create a story that works on 
the many levels this one does. Although I'm 
more partial to the Aliens artwork of the second 
series, the artwork of both series is way above 
the artwork found in most other comics on the 
market, especially that of the two other major 
comics organizations. Very good work. 

But the main reason I'm writing deals with the 
question of whether or not this would make a 
viable monthly series, | am sure you are getting 
letter upon letter asking to extend this story to 
monthly frequency, and I'm sure you are 
seriously thinking about trying it. Before you do, | 
would like to give my opinion on the matter. 

Although | love the story and where it is 
heading, | do not think it should become a 
monthly series. Stories of this caliber just cannot 
be churned out every month of every year, 
Eventually the story would regress to the point of 
sounding like a lot of garbage, just like what 
tends to be published by two other companies | 
know of. When an excellently thought out story 
like the one I'm reading cannot be found, filler 
stories are written to tide the public over until a 
good story comes in: the problem is that there 
tend to be more filler stories than there are really 
good ones. 

Another reason | would not want Aliens to 
become a monthly book concerns the mystery of 
the Aliens. To paraphrase a line from "Who Shot 
Liberty Valance,” when all the facts of a legend 
are known, the legend is no longer a legend. | 
believe the same implication applies here. One 
of the main reasons the Aliens are so menacing 
and awe-inspiring is the fact that we know so 
little about them. What do they eat? Do they 
eat? How long do they live? Do they mutate to 
satisfy their needs from the environment? Now, 
if all the questions about the Aliens are answered 
in a monthly series, where Is the fear? Where |s 
the awe? And these questions would eventually 
have to be addressed in a monthly series, if only 
to keep the readership up, So what then? 
Automatons that are wound up and thrown 
against each other might be what we'd pick up 
each month (although I'm sure the writers would 
do their best to do otherwise), or worse yet; end 
of book. 

Now, I'm not totally against a monthly series. | 
would definitely buy it if one came out. But | 
don't want the series to lose the edge it has now. 
| mean, look at the Terminator series. It was 
great when it first came out, but then it began to 
focus only on certain characters, and then the 
machines developed a personality. At the 
moment Now Comics is publishing a "series 
within a series" to save the book's readership, 
So far, at least, this new "series" is incorporating 
elements that made the title popular in the first 
place, but what will happen twelve issues down 
the line? [What happened is that Now lost the 


license to publish The Terminator in comic book 
format, and Dark Horse got the license instead. 
Look for our first issue of four, written by John 
Arcudi and drawn by Chris Warner and Paul 
Guinan, to be released in August.] 

i a monthly series is in the works, please take 
these suggestions into consideration. Write it in 
a casebook format. Don't limit yourself by 
following some time line and using the same 
characters every month, Use as many 
characters as there are types of people in the 
world, This offers a great opportunity for new 
and interesting stories, since different classes 
and cultures may react differently. Don't lose the 
awe and mystery of the Aliens; yet, when the 
time feels right, give us a little tidbit of information 
to keep us interested. But most importantly, 
don't lose your integrity. 

Thank you for your effort and your kind 
attention. 

Richard Townsend 
(address withheld by request) 


Richard, you needn't worry. Despite several 
letters demanding that Aliens become an 
ongoing monthly series, the Dark Horse head 
honchos have decided to give you the best of 
both worlds instead: while we hope to provide 
you with ongoing Aliens stories, each different 
story will comprise its own limited series, written 
and drawn by various writers and artists 
respectively. In this way, you'll be spared the 
dreaded filler issue, which is the bane of all 
ongoing series, but you can still get a regular 
dose of Alians -- and we can keep our integrity, 
which is the way we like it! 


Dear Dark Horse, 

Out of all the comics | collect, Aliens has got to 
be number one, The second series surpasses 
the first -- something | did not think possible. 

| have three questions for you: 

1. Will Aliens ever become a regular series? 

2. Why are the Dark Horse comics always so 
late? The Aliens vs. Predator series should 
already be out. 

3. Will Predator become a regular series? 

Matt Wolfson 
Brooklyn, NY 


1. See Richard Townsend's letter and my 
response. 

2. Here's a little secret for all comic book 
readers who get aggravated when a book is late: 
99% of the time, when a comic book is late, there 
is only one reason for that -- the creative team is 
late. ‘Nuff said. However, please note that 
Aliens vs. Predator #17 is on the stands even as 
you read this, and subsequent issues will follow 
on a regular, bimonthly basis. 





3. See (1) above! We are working on the 
second four-issue series, titled Predator: Big 
Game, written by John Arcudi and drawn by Neil 
Hansen. This should make its debut before the 
end of the year. 


Dear Dark Horse, 

It's said, "You can't judge a book by its cover,” 
and any comic book collector can tell you that 
that phrase all too often applies to comic books. 
More than once I've fallen prey to an interesting 
or attractive cover only to find the inside artwork 
leaving a lot to be desired, On occasion, I've 
found excellent artwork inside and out, but then 
the story falls short. This has happened so often 
recently that I've been forced to become 
skeptical and cautious of the comics | buy. 

So, regrettably, when | saw the cover of Aliens 
#1 (second series), | didn't pick it up. It honestly 
looked too good and that scared me off. Then, 
several months later, | saw issue #2 on the 
stands, with an equally awesome cover. 
Curiosity took over and | picked it up. Glancing 
at its interior artwork, | was surprised to discover 
the quality was equal to that of the cover. | soon 
found myself grabbing a copy of issue #1...the 
artwork alone was worth the money. | had both 
books open the moment | got home and was 
very happy to find the story to be as impressive 
as the art. | haven't been this pleased with a 
comic book for some time. 

You've set a new standard for comic books 
that's going to be hard to beat, but don't let that 
stop you from trying. Thanks for restoring my 
“faith” in comic books. Keep up the outstanding 
work, and (even though I'm sure you're sick of 
hearing this by now)...bring back Ripley| 

Sincerely, 
Rod Koepp 
Long Beach, CA 


All right, all right! She's back, already! 


Sam Kieth fans: Make sure to check 
out / Before E, a collection of Sam's 
Illustrations and short comics stories, 
published by our pals at Fantagraphics. 

And be with us Just two short months 
from now when Aliens: Earth War #2 
hits the stands (then monthly for the 
remainder of the series), as Ripley and 
her crew set off to trap mama 
Alien bring her to Earth? Don't 
miss the next exciting Issue, brought to 
you courtesy of Mark Verheiden and 
Sam Kieth -- not to mention Pat 
Brosseau, Monika Livingston, and all 
the fine folks here at Dark Horse! 

= Diana Schutz 








